Wisconsin Hepatitis C Surveillance Summary
Cases Reported 01/01/2001 through 12/31/2001

Summary

Total 3,721
Confirmed (1) 2,719
Unconfirmed (2) 977
Gender

Males 2,443 66%
Females 1,247 34%
Unknown 31 1%

Race

White 1,393 37%

Black 532 14%

Am Indian 35 1%

Asian 18 0%

Other 5 0%
Unknown 1,738 47%
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Ethnicity
Hispanic 124
Not Hispanic 1,462
Unknown 2,135
1 Marathon
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5 Milwaukee 12
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13 Rock 1
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Footnotes:

(1) Confirmed: A positive recombinant
immunoblot assay (RIBA) or polymerase chain
reaction (PCR) test result, a detectable viral load
or identified genotype.

(2) Unconfirmed: A positive enzyme
immunoassay test result and no other test result
reported.

Technical Notes:

a. This report is compiled by the Wisconsin
Hepatitis C Program and is based upon
hepatitis C infection case reports submitted to
the program by laboratories and local health
departments (LHDs). Hepatitis C virus (HCV) is
a reportable communicable disease by
Wisconsin administrative rule (HFS 145,
Appendix A). Laboratories and health care
providers should report HCV cases or
suspected cases to the LHD within 72 hours of
identification. Once the cases are reported,
LHDs contact persons with HCV to provide
health education, risk reduction counseling, and
medical referral.

b Tthe majority of HCV cases reported to the
Wisconsin Hepatitis C program are reported by
laboratories. However, laboratories do not
generally report demographic data such as
region, race, or age. Thus, the surveillance
summary data by demographic characteristics
are often unknown.

c. Most of the HCV cases in the surveillance data
represent chronic HCV cases of persons who
were infected years ago. Persons with acute
infection are often unaware that they have HCV
because acute HCV often presents without
symptoms.

For more information:

Questions regarding Wisconsin
hepatitis C data may be directed to
Angela Russell, Hepatitis C
Epidemiologist at (608) 266-9710.




